Transplacental transmission of metastatic melanoma to the posterior fossa. Case report.
The authors describe the first documented case of transplacental transmission of metastatic melanoma to the neuraxis. The patient was a 7-month-old boy who presented with signs and symptoms of elevated intracranial pressure. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed an inhomogeneously enhancing posterior fossa mass measuring 5 x 5 x 6 cm and filling the fourth ventricle. A posterior fossa craniotomy was performed. Pathological studies confirmed the presence of a metastatic melanoma that was pathologically identical to that of his mother. The boy received aggressive chemotherapy and underwent an additional resection. He also required a ventriculoperitoneal shunt for treatment of his hydrocephalus. He lived longer than any other patient with transplacental transmission of metastatic melanoma but ultimately died of the disease, 18 months after his initial presentation.